A SCRIPT TYPEFACE
expresses the style of a
handwritten letterform

serif

A SERIF TYPEFACE A SANS SERIF TYPEFACE BLACKLETTER

features the ‘tab’at theend  has no serifs, hence ‘sans) heavy ‘gothic’ styles, also
of strokes French for ‘without’ based on handwritten forms
ascender

the part of the lowercase letter
that projects above the x-height

cap height

the height .

of the x-height

uppercase, the height of the

capital letters lowercase x, which
defines an upper

horizontal visual
alignment for the

B lowercase letters
lowercase baseline

the non-capital letters the horizontal alignment
upon which the letters ‘sit’

descender
the part of the lowercase letter
that projects below the x-height

apex

bowl
the curved stroke that
forms the counter

finial
a stroke ending

an
unbracketed
serif meets
the stroke at

an angle. This

example also

crossbar a bracketed

serif meets the
stroke in a curve

counter
the ‘hole’

tail shows a
a curved descender spur squarc-ended
slab serif
stroke or
stem
ligature

two or more joined
characters. Here the finial

of the falso represents the
dot - or tittle - of the i

and avoids the collision of
those parts if the letters were

separate

inline

ILLUSTRATED GLOSSARY OF TYPE



